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March 1, 2021 

Dear Bulldog Parent(s) and Guardian(s): 

The School District has been working with Sullivan County BOCES in order to ensure that our staff members, 

as part of the New York State Department of Health’s Stage 1B eligibility group, have access to the COVID-19 

vaccine.  Each school district in our County will be scheduled for one or more days for their respective staff 

members to receive the vaccine, and today we were informed that our District’s first day for staff vaccine 

eligibility is Thursday, March 4.   

This means that a significant number of our staff members, from both schools, will be receiving the first 

COVID-19 vaccine this Thursday.  Due to the resulting impact on our staffing and the school day, both Sullivan 

West Middle/High School and Sullivan West Elementary School will implement the Remote Learning Plan for 

Thursday, March 4.  This means that all students, from both the Monday/Tuesday and Thursday/Friday cohort, 

will participate in learning activities remotely on this day.  Middle/High School students will follow the B/D 

schedule for their remote learning this Thursday.  Students who attend an out-of-District school placement 

(BOCES, etc.) will still attend on their regular schedule. 

Your child(ren)’s teacher(s) will communicate which parts of the day will involve live (synchronous) Zoom 

meetings, as well as which parts of the school day will involve asynchronous (not-live) assignments posted by 

the teacher.  This will vary between teachers, depending on which staff members are scheduled to be 

vaccinated, and at what time.   

Our progress toward having most staff members vaccinated is an important step toward our continued goal of 

returning to full-time, in-person instruction for all students.  New York State is following the progress of school 

districts in getting staff members vaccinated, and it is my hope that, as more education staff Statewide become 

vaccinated going forward, the New York State Department of Health and County Department of Health will 

determine if it is safe and appropriate to reduce the 6-foot social distancing requirement in schools which is 

what prevents us from returning all students at this time.   

Thank you, Bulldog families, for your continued support of our students, our staff and our schools.   

Sincerely yours, 

 

Stephen A. Walker 

Superintendent of Schools 

 


